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SERMON VIII. 
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RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE THE ONLY TRUE BASIS OF MORALITY. 


“Fgar God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”— 
Ecores. 12: 13. 


THERE are many considerations which should incite us to a god- 
ly life—diversified somewhat, but all to be urged in their place. 
God has authorized his ministers to warn men of the destruction 
that must overtake the sinner. This is a legitimate appeal to fear. 
He has held up also the attractions of the Gospel, the winnin 
overtures of a Saviour’s love. He has presented, as a prudentia 
motive, the brevity of human life, and the unsatisfactoriness of 
all things here below. 
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The priceless value of the soul has also been set forth in his 
word as too great to be jeopardized for any earthly interest. He 
has also urged our repentance and obedience on the ground of 
their reasonableness, thus appealing to the very nature and sanc- 
tions of the mind itself.. Moreover, he has definitely commanded 
all men every where to repent—not leaving it merely optional, but 
laying his authority upon us in this, as in any other divine re- 
quirement. 

Our text would appear to sum up all these motives, and present 
them in their combined, concentrated, and resistless force. The 
lesson it teaches is comprehensively this, that all things in our na- 
ture and circumstances, all God’s dealings toward us in creation 
or government, law or Gospel, all things that concern either the 
best interests of this life, or the bright destinies that await our 
future, are connected in one great and wise plan—a plan known 
and encompassed by God alone, and in which he claims a supreme 
direction. . It is fully commensurate with our wants, it is precisely 
adapted to our circumstances, and the part assigned us is simple 
obedience—conformity. 

Now there are among the alternatives of our future career, 
many different courses of action which we might pursue; but there 
is undoubtedly some one path for you a for me which is, all 
things considered, the wisest and best, the very best of all—most 
conducive to our happiness and usefulness day by day and in the 
aggregate of life. Would you know that path? Would you if 
possible trace all its steps from beginning to end at one far-reach- 
_ Ing glance? And knowing it, would you, as you imagine, enter 
upon it promptly? God knows that path, my friends. From the 
heavens he comprehends it, not only in farthest perspective, but 
in closest and minutest detail. And although he does not map it 
all out in every particular before your eye, he does what is better 
both for your capacity and your confidence in him. He says to 
you: “Be availed of my greater wisdom, gain the advantages of 
my perfect plan, and as your one simple rule of life, obey my will. 
This shall guide you unerringly in that perfect path whose ways 
are pleasantness and peace.” 

The commandments of God then, so far from being arbitrary, 
are given with just this specific understanding of your case, and 
this discriminating adaptation to your best good. They are 
neither too stringent nor too lax—too numerous nor too few. 
They are free from all oversights and mistakes, and are as stu- 
diously adapted to your every personal requirement, as if you 
were the only being contemplated in their enactment. 

As many of my auditors are young, with their principles and 
plans of life scarcely yet formed, I wish to urge upon them espe- 
cially, and with all the earnestness of my soul, this one great truth, 
‘\hat God has provided a right a way for us in all the circum- 
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stances of our probation, so that practical integrity is just as broad 
as true practical experience, and wrong can never become a necessity 
with any man ; that to live by faith in Jesus Christ and in obedience 
to his will, is the only course which we should be willing to pursue 
for a single day ; and that to fail of this, is to fail of our great er- 
rand in this world, and find ourselves finally unprepared for the 
world to come. 

If, then, any hearer has the impression that religion is only inci- 
dental, adapted to certain departments of life, a precautionary ex- 
pedient merely for the future; it is rather, let me say, itself a life 
—a life symmetrical, rounded, and complete. 

It will cover all his true and rational experiences, and give its 
peculiar mold and character to his habits. It will go with him 
every where, infusing its spirit into all he does, and enabling him 
the better to perform the work assigned him in his sphere. 

Resolving it into one simple and comprehensive expression, 
namely, Religious Principle, let us give a few moments’ atten- 
tion to its practical advantages even in this life. 


I. Its foremost benefit lies undoubtedly in the one concise and 
simple code or rule of action which it affords in all circumstances, 
Much complexity, attended more or less with solicitude and error 
and guilt, is thus avoided. Questions of casuistry find, with the vital 
Christian, a quick and easy solution. He has not to form, extem- - 
pore, his principles as well as his opinions, when new and sudden 
exigences arise. He voyages, not by dubious and hazardous 
“dead reckoning,” but by well-known and familiar way-marks in 
the heavens. 

When a young man enters upon social and business life, the 
most important question that can concern him is, How shall he, 
for a permanency, form his principles? He sees around him 
every grade of morality, from the highest to the lowest; genuine 
rectitude here and there, but in close neighborhood with it, policy, 
scheming, dishonesty, corruption. What course shall he pursue? 
Shall he, like thousands of others, leave his principles to form 
themselves by processes of which he is scarcely conscious? If not, 
by what positive and active method shall he proceed? Where 
shall he fix his standard? From what material of all that 
presents itself shall he frame his maxims? What shall be his 
chief motive to integrity—shall it be self-interest or self-respect, or 
the opinion of men, or an ill-defined prudence? Or shall he look 
above all imperfections of prevailing sentiment, and seek directly 
from heaven a perfect standard and find his ruling motive in the 
keen scrutiny and the approval of his Divine Master? Shall he, 
like young Solomon, fs wisdom—truth as his prayer of prayers, 
and aim not only to be honest in the popular sense before men, 
but honest through and through before God and his own soul? 
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In this country the young can not wait till they have had gre.t 
experience and observation of life before their principles, of what- 
ever temper and quality, are brought to the actual tests of business 
temptation; and it is therefore the more necessary that they follow 
implicitly that more than substitute for experience, the unerring 
standard of the Gospel. With this guidance the untried youth is 
more truly wise than the oldest philosopher who lacks the light 
of God. “I have more understanding than all my teachers,” 
said David, “ for thy testimonies are my meditation.” 

In no other land and no other age have men been called into 
active and responsible stations so early in life as here in this great 
republic, and by reason of crude and ill-established principles this 
early test has proved fatal to scoresand hundreds. The unwritten 
history of our large cities is thickly strewn with the wrecks of 
those who either came from their distant and quiet homes too soon, 
or failed to bring with them those moral safeguards which were 
adequate to such an ordeal. 

And it is for this reason that all Christian parents tremble at 
the separation that removes a son from the familiar fireside to the 
new scenes of business life without the girding and armor of 
Christian character. 

What is the extent of the responsibilities which are laid upon 
the youth of this country? A moment’s reflection will discover 
the fact that all our shipping upon sea, or lake, or river is manned 
chiefly by young men—that nearly all the responsible posts in our 
great railroad system also are intrusted to comparative youth. 
And itis certainly a question of great interest tothe public whether 
their gigi and lives are to be thus every where and constantly 
placed in the hands of those who believe in principle and con- 
science, or of those who are reckless, drunken, knavish, and every 
way unworthy of trust. 

Most of the manufacturing processes in this country are also 
conducted by the young of either sex; and both employer and 
consumer are deeply concerned in their character and the genuine- 
ness of their work in their respective departments, to say nothing 
of the direct, moral influence which, through the avenues of each 
vocation, men are exerting upon the general character of society. 

For the most part the clerkships in our banks and in the im- 
mense transactions of our commerce are held by young men. 
Here is a mighty pressure both of go ommrg and of tempta- 
tion; and it is through lack of firm Christian principle that our 
prisons have inclosed within their massive creaking doors so many 
of this class, who, with all their talents and early prospects, are 
now ruined in the confidence of men forever. 

What is peculiarly characteristic of this nation as distinguished 
from those of Europe, the great majority of our teachers are youn 
men and women. Whether this will not yet prove to be a fis 
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error in this country, as separating too widely the sympathies of 
the rising and the declining generation, and as well-nigh banishing 
the sentiment of reverence from the American mind, is perhaps a 
fair question; but in either case, the fact is of vast importance 
for good or ill that such a responsibility is laid upon the compara- 
tively inexperienced. No other charge that society can bestow is 
in its aggregate interests so fearfully sacred ; and the plea not only 
of parents, but of these myriad plastic minds themselves, not only 
of our country’s present well-being, but of her future hope, comes 
up earnestly before the God of all providence, that those who are 
thus molding the national character may be established in 
Christian principle—friends of the world’s Great Teacher and Re- 
deemer, and obedient followers of his will. 

May I not say, then, summarily, that no man is fully qualified 
for any station or work in life till he has become a Christian? 
This may be deemed a very broad assertion. But what are the 
specific facts on which it rests? It is certain that with this quali- 
fication one may accomplish many things which he could not ac- 
complish without it, and that so far his mission in life will be more 
extended and complete. The Christian physician can meet one 
deep necessity of his dying patient which otherwise he could not 
—he can in Christ’s name administer the healing cup of eternal 
life. The Christian lawyer, whose influence bears with it the 
moral force of divine not less than of human enactment, is alone 
fully prepared to wield the law as a power of conscience as well 
as penalty. The tendency of his life is not merely to restrain, but, 
in the highest sense, to elevate mankind. 

The Christian merchant, discerning the true spirit of his mis- 
sion, will bless the community and the world, contributing sinew 
and efficiency to the remotest conquests of the Gospel; and there 
is no comparison between him and the godless tradesman who 
hoards merely for the vanity of self. 

The Christian manufacturer, like Samuel Budgett, resolving his 
large establishment into a practical school of Christ, and giving 
place amid the roar of machinery for the still small voice of the 
Spirit; and the Christian soldier, like Havelock, making a seen 
of barracks and heathen temples, and finding a holy apostleship 
in his military commission, are but striking illustrations of that 
crowning excellence which earnest piety imparts to human influ- 
ence in any and every walk of life. 

Can you name any lawful sphere for which a man is not the bet- 
ter fitted by being the friend of God—by acting upon those 
broader views of his mission here which connect it subordinately 
with the paramount interests of the life to come? 

Indeed, there can be no doubt that the various callings of men 
are ordained of God, chiefly as means and avenues of religious 
influence. 
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The great end of them all is that residuum of moral power 
which shall survive the desolations of the grave and exert itself 
through eternal ages. This only is the pure gold from which all 
else shall be separated as dross in the great crucible of time. Let 
us remember, then, that in the daily activities of your vocation 
and mine, God has his plan and object, while we have ours, and 
that his are vastly the more important. There can be no greater 
mistake than to suppose that your secular concerns are the chief 
end of your creation. You do not live merely to “obtain a 
living,” (a mere circle of means with no ultimate end,) but for 
the accomplishment of great purposes high as heaven and far- 
reaching as eternity. 

I appeal, then, to reason and conscience, can you be prepared for 
your real mission in this world while you are an enemy of Christ? 

To illustrate this point still further. Take any Christian trades- 
man whom you have been accustomed to honor for his long years 
of success and usefulness in thiscity. He has gone, recently, per- 
haps, t> his rest. What will prove to have been the great lasting 
element in his work? What is that which shall survive and bless 
the world when all else shall have been forgotten? His ware- 
houses will soon topple down and crumble under the resistless 
changes of time; his bills of sale will become the mere dust- 
covered rubbish of another generation ; his own mortal frame will 
mingle indistinguishably with the clods of yonder hill-side; but, 
my dear reader, his Christian influence will outlive the stars. If 
he has won many to righteousness, they will one day stand by his 
side in the holy presence of the great God, and join with him in 
the song of Moses and the Lamb. And, again, I ask, is not such 
a result the true end for which every man should live? Aside 
from the question of your own salvation, is it not your great er- 
rand in the world to live and act for Christ among your fellow- 
men. 

I am aware that the one simple rule of doing God’s Will, and 
only that, seems often a rather narrow restriction to the natural 
heart. It is felt, that while in some things one could well enough 
afford to live a Christian life, yet in others there must be left a lit- 
tle discretionary margin for the variations of circumstance and 
the unforeseen claims of interest—that success in this nineteenth 
century will not allow too much cramping in its actual means and 
processes, but requires a little elasticity somewhere that will yield 
a trifle if need be. In a word, that the path of stern Christian 
duty is not quite broad enough for the imperative demands of 

ractical life as the world now goes. The young do feel that there 
is a sort of liberty in not being Christians. They do imagine that 
they can, with free impunity, indulge in many things in which the 
professor can not—that dancing, card-playing, and sundry graver 
indiscretions of youth are not real but ecclesiastical wrongs—motes 
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and gnats of offense, which only the weak consciences of deacons 
and church-sessions are sufficiently fastidious to reject. 

Men in middle life also do flatter themselves that whatever 
questionable transactions may appear in their. political or commer- 
cial experience, they at least do not profess great sanctity, that 
political morality is not church morality, and that they may sleep 
soundly as having no religious reputation to maintain. Now, my 
dear friends, as to this margin of liberty, God has given just one 
model of duty and privilege for all mankind. He knows no 
other. The man and the Christian are in this respect identical in 
his sight. I may do, as a follower of Christ, all that it is rigbt for 
me to do in any capacity whatever, and if the truly Christian man 
is the only kind of man which God recognizes and approves, then 
so far from his granting any peculiar moral franchise to those who 
are in rebellion against him, every step they take beyond the 
Christian’s limit will prove a downright curse to them. If it be 
true that “The meek shall inherit the earth”—if the children of 
God may enjoy preéminently all that it is right for any human 
being to enjoy—then I must assure you that every fancied privi- 
lege or indulgence of yours, which a friend of the Saviour may 
not share, will leave an eternal blight upon your soul; every 
farthing which you gain in trade by means which the conscientious 
beliver could not use, will curse you and weigh you down like a 
millstone to perdition, What a delusion! what folly and mad- 
ness, to suppose that a man may safely neglect this and that claim 
of God, simply because he has neglected the first great duty of 
surrendering himself wholly to his will! Every act and word and 
thought of the sinner, that finds its security in such a presumption, 
will be treasured up for the last great day; and there is not a place 
in the universe dark enough to hide it from the scrutiny of God, 
and from the certainty of eternal retribution. Will you not re- 
member then, as a life-long maxim, that the range of Christian 
rectitutle is just as broad as the range of true safety and happiness, 
and that in surrendering yourself to the will of God you yield up 
nothing which would be other than a curse to you while you gain 
all things ? 


II. But another advantage of religious principle, quite equal to 

its conciseness and simplicity, as a rule of action, is found in the 

eculiar strength with which it invests our practical integrity in 
ife. 

The morality that is based upon self-interest or the good opinion 
of men, will not endure the severest tests, For what if a man 
should be beset by a temptation so great as to buy over his sup- 
ene self-interest, and render it in his view more profitable to 

efraud than to be honest? Or suppose that some unlawful 
scheme should present itself, in view of which he could in this 
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sense afford to sacrifice public opinion, what then would withhold 
him from wrong? It was a pithy saying of Robert Hall, that 
“Men can never be expected to act above their best principles.” 
If one has not that highest of restraints, the fear of God, before his 
eyes—if he is not thoroughly penetrated with the great truth that 
a man were unprofited in gaining the whole world at the loss of 
his own soul—what power, I ask, can render him proof against 
temptation ? 

ow this very matter of degrees in morality is being practically 
illustrated all about us. Men who would despise a petty tempta- 
tion of five dollars, and feel insulted at the slightest suspicion of 
what they call their principles, are still unable to resist the oppor- 
tunity to rob a bank, or sell their vote in Congress, or embezzle 
official funds in trust. It isa mere question of amount—How 
much are said principles worth? How much opprobrium can they 
afford to meet? Or it is a question of risks—what are the chances 
of escape? But if across their path the angel of divine justice 
stood with drawn sword, clearly apprehended before the con- 
science, not “‘all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them” 
could tempt them to transgress. And this is just the difference. 
The only principle which can cover the full range of the tempter’s 
power is that which is based upon the fear of God. 

It is true that false professors sometimes fall before great tempt- 
ations, because they are false. And it is true on the other hand, 
that impenitent men are often strictly upright through divine 
restraint ; for there are many of this class who do fear God ina 
sense. They could not do otherwise so long as they realize that 
he exists. It is admitted that thousands of well-meaning persons, 
almost but not altogether Christians, are firm and moveless in 
their integrity. But this fact comes into no competition with 
religious principle. So far as it goes, it is religious principle that 
controls these men. They have a fear of God, but a slavish fear. 
And this so far from answering, only gives new urgency*to our 
plea. If you know the fear, why not the more earnestly seek also 
the love of God? 

You, that are awake to the fact that God lives and is just, are 
the very class to whom especially I appeal. 

Would that yours were something better than the fear of Abab, 
who “ walked softly” under the sentence of the Almighty—would 
that, instead of passing your whole lives at the foot of frowning 
Sinai, you might come at once to Calvary, and learn that holier 
fear whose fearfulness is cast out by the endearing confidence of 
children in Christ. If you do fear God, my dear friend, be no 
longer content to live on as his enemy. 

If you are restrained in many respects by the terrors of a final 
retribution—if you are awed by the consciousness that the eye of 
your Infinite Judge follows closely every step of your life—then I 
entreat you venture no farther as his enemy. 
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You will deeply need his friendship when all earthly reliances 
crumble beneath you in the hour of death. You will need his 
friendship when you stand arraigned in that great solemn con- 
course where none else can availingly befriend you! Nay, you 
need it now—every day of life. Do you not? God’s forbearance 
is worth much, all know. It stays awhile our utter ruin. It 
secures to us the continuance of this holy Sabbath light and these 
patient, hopeful hours, and these blest privileges here in the very 
gate of heaven, but oh! how much better is God’s friendship. 
This is no mere delay of justice with bitter aggravations at the last. 
It is a perpetuated love—“ an everlasting covenant that shall not 
be broken.” And this, as I have now separated it from all else, 
is that true evangelical fear of God which I earnestly commend to 

ou. 

In illustration of its moral power, it may be shown, I think, 
from all history that those men have exhibited the greatest force 
of character, who have derived their rules of action not from pub- 
lic sentiment or from any low conventional types of piety even, but 
directly through a vital union with God. That princely slave and 
ruler, Joseph in Egypt, reared his standard of morality upon no 
maxims of the public mind around him. Viewed at first asa 
mere elegant purchase in Potiphar’s house, his reputation alone 
would not have carried him far in the fierce battle of temptation. 
The moral atmosphere in which he lived was certainly not the 
most bracing, and a weak and dubious rectitude would have found 
very little neighborly assistance to uphold it; but there was a 
moral omnipotence in heaven which staid him up. He drew all 
his resources directly from the High and Holy One, whom he 
worshipped and feared. And so with Moses, who despised alike 
courtly example and courtly favor, and “endured as seeing him 
who is invisible.” And so with Abraham, great ancestor of both, 
standing far back in the dawn of history as a lone colossus of 
righteougness amid the desolations of a heathen world. He was 
both manly and godly in his rectitude. He would not banter with 
worldly and exacting Lot; he would not compromise himself with 
heathen spoils after the battle with the kings; he would not con- 
descend to any mean and narrow bargaining with the sons of 
Heth; and when commanded even to sacrifice his own son, he 
hesitated not, for God had spoken, and he knew but the one law 
of obedience to whatever divine behest. And somewhat of this 
sublime force of God-fearing principle has been exhibited in sub- 
sequent ages by those who have stood apart from men all unsus- 
tained, but have the more communed with God—-solitary beacons 
of the truth scattered down the centuries, gaining nothing from 
their surroundings, and yet concentrating in themselves the moral 
power of a generation. Daniel setting his heart like adamant 
against idolatry and corruption, learned all his brilliant statesman- 
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ship in the chamber where he prayed. Paul, as the Gentile world 
can well attest, “conferred not with flesh and blood,” but enkindled 
his soul with the fire of heaven direct. And Chrysostom—whence 
but from God learned he the sanctity and fearlessness which could 
so eloquently rebuke the corruptions of empress, court, and nation? 
Take Wicliffe or Huss or Pascal—or any or all of that wonderful 
galaxy of names that shone forth in the corrupt reigns of the two 
Charleses in England. Be assured that.no tame and faltering 
influences of public opinion ever made those men what they were, 
They learned of God. They were verily driven to God by the 
vices of their times; and hence their moral vigor—power. 

I have dwelt upon these illustrations and given them promi- 
nence, only for the reason that men in this age are too apt to pick 
up their principles (I can find no better phrase)—to get together a 
compend of respectable maxims found here and there—all tracing a 
remote lineage perhaps in Bible truth—but sadly degenerate, and 
bearing little more than the name of Christian ethics at the best. 
Alas! it is the same old choice of worn and broken cisterns instead 
of the Living Fountain. 

There is really so much goodishness in these times that goodness 
suffers by it. There are so many conventional proprieties palming 
themselves off as quite equivalent to the all in all, that positive 
religious character—piety before God, is scarcely felt to be needful. 

The young are building on other foundations “than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ,” and all the ‘ wood, hay, stubble,” which 
the times have produced are walled into the fragile structure to 
await their certain doom. Beware then. 

In the light of God’s word and the bright examples named, 
avoid this sad mistake. Build rather upon the everlasting rock ; 
find no beggarly substitute for the truth as itis in Jesus. Begin 
life by becoming a Christian ; or as many a precious day and year 
is already past, live from this time forth according to the one com- 
prehensive maxim of our text. I have presented these truths with 
the one prevailing desire that some, nay many, might act upon 
them, and this very hour yield the heart to God. The one thing 
needful—the Pearl of great price—the beginning of wisdom—the 
great errand of life—the summation of man’s whole duty—you 
can not afford to neglect it, nor leave it to the hazards of delay. 

And if [ have thus far confined my remarks to the practical and 
providential advantages of Christian principle or the fear of God, 
there may be added to all, the ever-crowning motive and appeal 
of a Saviour’s love. There is privileged fellowship as well as 
rewarded duty for the Christian. Indeed the great preéminent 
consideration which is never old—that which Paul seemed espe- 
cially to dwell upon—that which the Greenland missionaries after 
long and fruitless years found at last successful—that which formed 
the all-absorbing theme of Whitefield—is the love of Christ; the 
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glad tidings of his salvation; the riches of his grace. Add then this 
winning motive to all that I have said, and may the Holy Spirit 
Jead you to “comprehend with all saints what is the breadth and 
length and depth and hight, and to know this love of Christ which 
— knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 





SERMON IX. 


BY REV. JOUN W. CHICKERING, D.D., 


PASTOR OF HIGH STREETCONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, PORTLAND, MAINE, 
Delivered at Bolton, Mass., July 10, 1859.* 





CHANGE AND PERMANENCE. 


“For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord 
endureth forever. And this is the word which by the Gospel is preached unto you.” 
—1 Peter 1: 24-25. 

“ Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that 
which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue 
in the Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise that he hath promised us, 
even eternal life.”—1 Joun 2: 24-25. 


Wi1rH love of change, there is, in all our hearts, an attachment 
to what is permanent. We would not have every thing like a 
rolling stone; or like the restless ocean, whence we gladly step on 
shore, in the “desired haven.” So the permanence of Jehovah, 
living on amidst all decay and death, is like a rock for the dizzy 
mind té land upon. 


“ Thou art the ever-living God, 
Were all the nations dead.” 


The word of the Lord, also, enduring forever, is like an eternal 
light-house, pouring forth its beneficent rays, alike through the 
clearest moonlight of human reason at its best estate, and amidst 
those storms of passion and mists of error, which alternate in the 
moral atmosphere of this world, like the physical phenomena of 
our own variable climate. 

Yes! “The word of our God shall stand forever.” Whatever 
neglect it may suffer, or false interpretation, or positive repudia- 
tion and denial, or whatever errors or strifes may occur in the 
application of its great principles, of truth and justice and liberty 


* Read note at the end of this discourse. 
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and peace, to private conduct and public affairs, still it stands. It 

liveth and abideth forever. In keeping its commandments there 

is great reward. Its law and its Gospel are immutable. The way 

of transgressors against it will ever be hard; and the final judg- 

' ment, based upon it, will furnish at once a proof and a counterpart 
of its endless permanence. 

One part of our double text also reminds us of the permanence 
of the fruits of this word when received into the heart by faith, 
and made by the divine Spirit the germinant seed of a precious 
and perpetual harvest. To these several facts and principles I 
would now call your attention, by my preaching, as my own 
attention has been called, by those unwritten, unspoken, yet im- 

ressive sermons which are uttered by God’s gracious providence 
in the history of Christians and of Christian churches. We may 
often hear, with the ear of the soul, such teachings. Sweet though 
plaintive are their tones, like the harp of the winds. Strings, 
touched by unseen hands, vibrate with sounds articulate and in- 
structive. The harp of providence has many minor notes. Change 
and death are every where: yet all is harmony; for it is divine 
providence working out the counsels of divine grace. 

A Christian minister revisits the scene of early pastoral labor. 
Thirty years before, when a mere youth, such as the God of David 
alone can furnish with armor and strength to meet the Philistine 
forces of sin in the world, he had gone into a fair and fertile region 
in the very heart of New-England, but where for many years few 
had loved or proclaimed the views of Gospel truth, held by the 
Reformed Churches, and fondly cherished by our Pilgrim Fathers. 
A native of the region, who had found both fortune and faith in 
other lands, had with some slender aid from others, mostly at a 
distance, erected a beautiful sanctuary, and begun to maintain, 
chiefly at his own cost, the public worship of Jehovah, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

The seed of truth sown began to spring up in a vigorous 
growth. Among the many who, from curiosity or other motives, 
were induced, at some sacrifice in the then state of feeling in the 
community, to hear the Gospel proclaimed in the “hillside church,” 
not a few hearts, year after year, were moved and melted. 

One of those special occasions, afterwards common for a time in 
the churches, known as protracted meetings, brought multitudes 
for days in succession to the house of God; and the adjoining 
grove was vocal with prayer and praise. As the result of that 
meeting many were added to that church, and more to those in 
other places to which the sacred influence spread. The little 
flock began to be reckoned by hundreds. And when pecuniary 
reverses weakened the power of individuals to continue former 
munificence in its behalf, the number of believers, resident in 
different quarters of the wide circle of which that hill of Zion was 
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the centre, had so increased that the colonizing process had com- 
menced. 

At this day, the existence of several churches of our own order, 
and a still larger number belonging to other and kindred denom- 
inations, has left it a matter unimportant, except to a few, and on 
the score of a regretful though thankful reminiscence, that the 
original hive whence so many swarms have directly or indirectly 
issued, is now for the most part deserted, and beginning, at least in 
its exterior, to crumble in the decaying processes of a young 
antiquity. 

There are those who take pleasure in its stones, and favor the 
dust thereof. ‘It was paid for,” said its principal founder, “ when 
the first soul was converted to Christ within its walls.” Many will 
remember it, ‘‘ beautiful for situation on the sides of the north,” as 
their spiritual birthplace, even when they shall have reached the 


“ Heavenly hills 
Where saints are blessed above.” 


And now that pastor finds himself at nightfall under one of the 
many hospitable roofs in the wide field of his early labors. Forest 
fragrance, and the beauty of hill and valley, of river and plain, and 
the evening song of “ unconscious praise from bush and grove,” 
fill every sense.- But his heart is yet more full. For under that 
roof, as under one other in the neighborhood, twenty souls had, 


within a former period of five years, been welcomed as new-born 
in Christ the Saviour. In that and other families, the religious 
histories of members and dependents are inquired for, and re- 
counted; the peaceful deaths of some, the growing usefulness of 
others, the sanctified afflictions of many. Well ordered house- 
holds are visited where young men and maidens listen respectfully, 
as their fathers and mothers did at their age, to personal inquiries 
and appeals concerning duty and safety. 

But we will not follow that pastor farther amidst those touching 
scenes—scenes which, by the early counterparts and contrasts 
which they brought freshly to mind, seemed to reduce the interval 
of a quarter of a century to a very narrow compass. 

Suffice it to say, that two thoughts could not fail to be awakened 
by such a visit—a visit to the long deserted, though once more 
crowded sanctuary, and to the still genial homes of its early at- 
tendants, A visit to the living and to the dead; for the grave- 
yards could not be overlooked. 

The first: a thought of change. What could more inevitably 
suggest it? Of many it must be said: The place that knew them 
shall know them no more. And many a difficulty of mutual 
recognition prompts a similar reflection and remark concerning 
persons as well as places. 

Ancient townships divided, new villages springing up by the 
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water-courses. The wonders of modern art and science eve 
where appearing, and changing every thing. Old mansions with 
new occupants; and new mansions bearing old names. The 
abodes of early splendor devoted to the latest experiments of a 
benign philanthropy for transforming squalid poverty and preco- 
cious vice, into neatness, comfort, and virtue. 

Even the churches of the living God not permanent; at least in 
their developed forms of existence, though parts of the one imper- 
ishable church, the burning bush, unconsumed. Those churches 
branching forth, crystallizing into new and beautiful organizations; 
vanishing from sight in one place to reappear in another, like the 
northern celestial meteors. 

All things full of change; our days on the earth a shadow; 
none abiding; all flesh as grass, and the glory of man as the 
flower of grass. This is one of the voices of day and the night 
when passed amidst such scenes, and in the indulgence of such 
reminiscences. 

But extremes meet. And the other thought, suggested with 
equal force, is that of permanence. Not only that God is eternal 
and immutable; that the word of the Lord endureth forever ; that 
the Gospel lives and spreads; that truth is strong and sure to 
stand. 

But—to refer to another part of our text—“ that which” men 
had “heard,” long before, “‘remaining in” them, they also should 
“continue in the Son and in the Father,” awaking precious thoughts 
of the promise annexed, the grand climax and consummation of 
permanence, “ even eternal life.” 

Let me now ask you to follow me, as, with this illustration 
before us, which is not “all a dream,” I touch upon the several 
eer suggested by our text, and more fully expressed in other 

ripture passages. Points at which, the more visibly and im- 
pressively amidst universal, material, and human change, the per- 
manence of God’s truth, and of Christian piety in the heart, with 
its fruits here and hereafter, is shown, like the beacon-light above 
the waves, in moonlight and in storm, at flood-tide and on the ebb. 

First of all, the permanence of the Bible, and of all its glorious 
and clearly revealed truths. 

The Bible stands. It is the Bible still— Tue Book”—and 
will be, when all the Shasters, Korans, Celestial Arcana, Books 
of Mormon, and revelations of mediums, shall have been swept, as 
rubbish, down the stream of time. It is fiercely assailed. Among 
the predicted changes of the last quarter of a century—the pre- 
dictions having been at the time of their utterance regarded as 
both untrue and uncharitable—is the gradual concentration of the 
conflict between truth and error upon the one grand question: 
“Ts the Bible God’s inspired and infallible word, and the only rule 
of faith and practice ?” 
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Here is the “debatable ground;” the line of conflict; the 
“ Mincio river” of religious polemics. Not chiefly the meaning of 
the Bible, but its truthfulness, is now in debate. The issue is not 
doubtful. The word of the Lord endureth forever. 

So do its doctrines: which are simply its teachings, its contents. 
If any one of these terms is more harmless or less offensive than 
another, let it be adopted. The meaning is the same. The divine 
holiness, justice, and supreme dominion. Human freedom and ac- 
countableness to a righteous government with a holy law. Human 
sinfulness, and, consequently, the need and the offer of pardon, 
through a divine and yet incarnate and crucified Saviour. The 
necessity of repentance, and of a sincere and loving trust in that 
Saviour in order to the securing of the personal benefits of his 
work of mercy. The sovereign work of the Holy Spirit, in 
renewal and sanctification; and last, not least, of all, the general 
judgment: at which the feelings and conduct of men, with refer- 
ence both to the law and the Gospel, will be reviewed, and an 
eternally unchanging destiny of joy or sorrow awarded. 

These doctrines—teachings—contents—of the Bible will endure 
forever. The Church of Christ, for eighteen centuries, has built 
her faith upon them. Millions have lived by them, and died 
rejoicing in them. Some have died for them. They will never be 
obsolete. They will remain, and be, as they have ever been, the 
faith of the Church, and the hope of the world. 

. The next point of permanence is developed in the following 
words of our text: “If that which ye have heard from the begin- 
ning shall remain in you.” That which they had thus heard, was 
simply the Gospel; whose outline has just been presented. “I 
delivered unto you, first of all,” said an apostle, writing to one of 
the churches, ‘that which I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins, according to the Scriptures.” 

This body of Christian divinity, not as systematized by men 
who may greatly err in their analyses and formulas, but as revealed 
in a connected form by the inspiring Spirit of God upon these 
pages, is called in Scripture, “The glorious Gospel.” This the 
apostles preached in their sermons, based their prayers upon, 
wrote of in their letters, and found to be the power of God to the 
conversion and salvation of men. 

This “ wd,” first heard with the ear, then accepted as truth by 

qite understanding, and then, last and most of all, received into the 
heart—grasped by the soul, not as a mere theory of pardon and 
salvation for others, but as pardon, as power unto salvation for 
themselves—must ‘remain in” believers. If they are true be- 
lievers it Will remain. 

If we could suppose it lost from its place in the heart, as truth 
warmly and lovingly held; or from the u nderstanding, grow 
skeptical and finding the mystery too great for faith; or wholly 
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from the memory, forgetfulness both of sin and of the Saviour 
having supervened—then none of the permanent relations of the 
soul to Christ, or of the permanent fruits of piety, now to be men- 
tioned, could exist. 

I would say, then, applying the subject as I proceed, to those 
who have professed to receive the truth: Let that which ye have 
heard and believed remain in you; in the understanding, in the 
memory, in the heart. It is the same which the apostles. preached, 
It has had power in many communities such as I have now de- 
scribed—power to overcome prejudice, to dispel error, to convince 
the understanding, to save the soul. 


Sy 


Let this “ word of Christ”—to refer to the language of an apos~, 


tle—“ dwell in you richly.” Let no vain philosophy adulterate it;. 
no specious error displace it; no press of business drive it from, 
your memory; “the word of faith which we preach, that if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” Let this which ye have heard remain in you; the doe, 
trine—the glorious life-giving fact—of a dying, atoning, risen 
pater sought in penitence, trusted by faith, loved, adored, and 
served. 

And what then? “ Ye also shall continue in the Son, and in 
the Father.” Mark the connection, and the order. What a per- 
manence! Whatunion! “I and my Father are one;” and my 
disciples ‘one in us.” So declares the meek and lowly Jesus, not 
unconscious, nor falsely modest, as to his inborn incarnate 
divinity. 

What blessedness! To continue in the Son and in the Father, 
To be united by this living faith, both perennial and life-giving, 
to the great object of faith. To desire no other Saviour. To own 
no other Lord. To neither desire nor fear any other change than 
an eternally increasing intimacy of union, a spiritual identity, with 
the glorious Redeemer and Creator. 

Hom delightful to your respective pastors years hence, to find 
you, as you and others are now found, abiding in Christ, and his 
word abiding in you. Neither terrified by frowns, nor seduced by 
flatteries, nor turned aside by golden lures and specious fables; 
nor in any way and in any degree separated from him whom it is 
now, and has long been, your joy to own as Lord, and Saviour, 
and Almighty Friend. 


We are thus led to a third point in this scriptural outline of 
Christian |e rt Christ says, as recorded in the fifteenth 
chapter of John’s gospel: “These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.” 
What a blessedness! To share in Christ's joy! To have. such 
joy remain in the heart, even amidst pains, and sorrows, and 
death itself, as Christ had when he “ rejoiced in spirit.” 
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Yet this is a part of the permanent investment in the bank of 
faith, Oh! that I could present it to you as clearly and fully as 
God’s gracious providence has presented it to me both here and 
elsewhere. 

What illustrations a pastor finds, dwelling among or revisiting 
his flock, of the pereenes joy of faith. The light of the soul, 
not dimmed by the sunshine of prosperity nor extinguished by 
the storms of adversity, shining with a looming, expanding radi- 
ance in the misty atmosphere of affliction, and-at the darkest mid- 
night brighter than ever. 

ut this is not all. Christ said to his disciples: ‘ Continue ye 
in my love; if ye keep my commandments ye shall abide in 
my love.” Permanent obedience and the permanent friendship of 
Christ. Two things which he has joined together, and which we 
will not, even in our thoughts, put asunder. Oh! that our lives 
may exhibit their happy combination. 

We may find, as we pass through life, that some of our 
cherished friendships have cooled, if not been chilled into indiffer- 
ence, or frozen to hatred. But if we love Jesus, and keep his 
commandments, He is our friend still, through evil and through 


‘ good report, and will be, onward, through time and through 


eternity. 

In the same connection Christ introduces the element of bro- 
therly love, as a fruit of this permament abiding in his love, and 
his love abiding in us, 

“This is my commandment, that ye love one another as I have 
loved you.” He repeats the command. What an appeal! What 
amotive! Well may an apostle say: “Let brotherly love con- 
tinue.” Must it not be permanent, where grace abides, and union 
to Christ, and these other fruits of the Spirit? 

What a delightful opportunity is afforded for the exercise of 
this Christian grace, in a community such as I have described, 
where there are various branches and denominations of that one 
church which is built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone. May 
it ever be exemplified to the honor of our one Lord, and the win- 
ning of many who, seeing how Christians love one another, shall 
take knowledge of them that they have been with Jesus. 

But there is another blessing connected with this perma- 
nent union to Christ. “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 

ou, ye shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you.” 
he same idea our Lord specially repeats in the following words: 
“That your fruit should remain, and that whatsoever ye shall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” An apostle 
aks of “always in every prayer making request for” the 
isciples who were the fruits of his labor. Permanent prayer- 
offering on our part, and permanent prayer-hearing on God’s part. 











82 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. { 


What an important result of abiding in Christ! Is it realized, 
Christian friends, in our experience? Do we “always call upon 
God”? Do we pray and not faint? And among the mysteries of 
a sovereign providence, which at times seems not to notice our 
suppliant attitude, do we find recorded all along in the day-book 
and ledger of our spiritual lives, such answers to prayer, as show 
that we come within the scope of the promise? 

And now we come to another element in the constancy of 
Christian faith—the works which follow and certify it. ‘“ He that 
abideth in me and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit, 
for without me ye can do nothing.” 

The implication evidently is, that if truly in Christ we must be 
doiyg something. That there are no barren trees in his garden; 
no mere leaves of profession, with blighted buds of promise, or 
flowers of sentimental piety, unaccompanied by substantial fruits, 
holy living and zealous acting. 

rom those who thus continue in the Son and have his word 
abiding in them, we are to expect growing patience, submission, 
meekness, generous giving and forgiving, and other forms of self- 
denial and joyful obedience. A fruitless piety, like a fruitless 
vine-branch, may have a name to live; but can it possess a vital 
perennial union to Christ? Is it a continuing in the Son and in 
the Father ? 

Cheering indeed will it be to any pastor now or formerly placed 
over any of these Christian disciples, who, in future years, shall 
find the survivors continuing in the Son and in the Father, and 
abounding in these fruits and evidences of a,union so blissful and 
so permanent. Thus, like the “trees which are aye growing 
while we are sleeping,” may these planted in the house of the 
Lord flourish in the courts of our God, casting refreshing though 
lengthening shadows, and still bringing forth fruit in old age. 

How delightfully are such pastors reminded of that other pro- 
mise—the last pertaining to this present life that I shall now men- 
tion: “That ye should goand bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain.” 

What is the fruit, not only of pastoral, but of all Christian fide- 
lity? Of doing good to others for Christ’s sake? To what re- 
sult does Jabor in Christ’s vineyard tend? aren to this same 
oath ene — boc and love and holiness and joy and prayer, in other 

uman hearts, with all the resultant benefits that may flow on in _ 
perpetual and ever-expanding succession. 
ermanent fruit indeed! Not like what the same persons, 
whether ministers or laymen, might produce by a different use of 
time, money, and influence; but who will deny, that if less tempting 
~ its aspect to the worldly mind, it is both’sweeter and more en- 
uring. 
The fortunes they made might crumble. The enterprises to 
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which their skill and capital were devoted might explode. Their 
literary or political schemes might burst—the bubbles of the day: 
When they were dead, their grave-stones might be the only visible 
memorials that they had ever lived. 

But so far as their Christian example, their liberal gifts, their 
kind words spoken and written, their fervent prayers, their labors 
in the Sabbath-school, or in the nursery, or their more extensive 
and public efforts, as in erecting houses of worship, or preaching 
the unsearchable riches of Christ—so far as these efforts tended to 
the awakening of the careless, the humbling of the proud, the en- 
lightening of the ignorant at home or abroad, in a word, to the 
renewal and sanctification of the human soul, their works will live 
after them, and will remain perennial fruits of the tree of life. 

And now we follow the guidance of our text one step farther, 
across the boundary, undefined to our view, but real, and possibly 
very near in our path, which separates eternity from time. The 
apostle not only writes, “ Ye also shall continue in the Son and in 
the Father,” but, as if anticipating the inquiry, “how long?” he 
adds; “This is the promise that he hath promised us, even 
ErerNAL Lire.” 

Here, indeed, is permanence! The climax of continuance in 
the Son and in the Father. That will be heaven. As perpetual 
as glorious. All other permanence is comparative, as between one 
day and a thousand yous a vast difference in our view, but all 
the same to God, and soon to appear very slight to us in the at- 
mosphere of the world of spirits. 

But between a thousand years and forever! There, is a distine~ 
tion which, millions of ages hence, we shall have only begun to- 
appreciate. That is a permanence, not comparative, but positive, 
infinite. The end of faith; even the salvation of the soul; the- 
beginning of a glory and a joy that shall never end. 

Oh! is it not worth an effort, however costly to the weak flesh: 
or the wavering spirit that effort may be, to remain stedfast: 
and unmovable, always abounding in faith and the work of faith,. 
in love and the labor of love, in hope and the patience of hope,. 
when such a promise is left us? 

Christian friends, whatever your names, denominations, or in- 
dividual histories, we find here to-day, in what we remember and! 
in what we see, many illustrations of our subject. Of both parts. 
of our subject—change and permanence—especially permanence 
in the midst of change. The abiding of souls in Christ, and the: 
perennial fraits of labor put forth in his cause, though many such. 
souls have already left this earthly scene, and the place where: 
they heard the Gospel usually closed, and the church which they 
virtually disbanded. 

May you all, whether once of this or of other folds under the- 
one good Shepherd, afford constant illustrations of this spiritual: 
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permanence. Though, after another interval of twenty years I 
may not be within reach of you to inquire or to observe, yet 
wherever any of us may be, and whoever may observe or inquire 
concerning any of us, the ministers or members of the visible 
Church, may they be able, like Paul, with reference to the Philippian 
Christians, to thank God upon every remembrance of our stedfast- 
ness, being confident that the work is begun in us, and will be per- 
formed until the day of Jesus Christ. 


But, suppose, that in the case even of one in all this multitude 
of friends and of strangers, this work is not begun. ‘That instead 
of remaining in the Son and in the Father, and the word of truth 
abiding in that heart, the word is not yet received into the heart 
—the soul not yet joined, by faith, repentance and love, to the 

t 


Son and the Father, and no promise of eternal life yet applicable. 
What then? 


I leave you, dear friends, to listen at these divine oracles for an 
answer. I leave you to imagine the feelings of a Christian minis- 
ter as he contemplates such a possibility with its threatening re- 
sults; and I entreat you all to join your prayers with mine, that 
all this may not become, as to any who hear oe read) these words, 
a permanent, unchangeable, fatal Reatiry. Amen! 


NOTE. 


The name of the sanctuary is the “ Hillside Church,” in Bolton, Mass. For a score of 
years, the doors of this once beautiful edifice had been closed, and, although by no means 
an old building, by want of care and occupancy, the elements of decay have had their 
operations undisturbed upon it, and given to its exterior an ancient and desolate appear- 
ance. Its site, upon the brow of the hill overlooking the valley of the Nashua, with its 
wealth of charming scenery, and embowered villages, skirted by the blue hights beyond, 
has probably no equal in the country. The church was erected upon a portion of the 
extensive and elegant grounds of 8. P, V. Wilder, Esq., by whose liberality chiefly it was 
built, and the services in it supported. Here the old church, with its pleasant-toned 
bell hushed to silence, its excellent clock rusting in the tower, its pulpit Bible, safe from 
sacrilege, resting unopened upon its desk, its lawn all grass-grown, embosomed in an 
evergreen grove, gradually increasing in density around it, has been slowly but con- 
tinually dropping away, in its long but well-established consumption. To open again 
the old church, and once more awaken its slumbering echoes with the tones of praise 
and prayer, seemed like a dream rather than a practical reality. 

A visit of Dr. Chickering, of Portland, author of the volume entitled The Hillside 
Church, in which he has gathered up the more striking incidents of its eventful history, 
and also the pastor of the church in its early and vigorous life, to supply the vacant pul- 
pit of the church in Lancaster, suggested the idea of a third service in the old meeting- 
house upon the hill. 

Strangely enough sounded the peals of the old bell from out the forest at the appoint- 
ed hour, except upon the ears of the few old worshipers in the vicinity, who wept as 
they heard them. 

A short letter from the venerable man by whose piety and charity the church had 
been built, and who, although now fourscore years and ten, would have been present 
on the occasion had he known of it in season, fitly closed the exercises of this most extra- 
ordinary religious ‘service. 

The audience lingered within the aisles, once more to shake hands with each other and 
their old and beloved pastor, and by a few magical words to recall a whole volume of for- 
mer feelings and associations. As the sun went down, the last carriage drove away, and 
the{old church resumed its solemn and solitary watch upon its forsaken summit—a 
monument of piety—ever wituessing to the truth, that, although dispensations and 
altars pass away, the word of God abideth forever. 
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SERMON X. 


BY REV. J. M. SHERWOOD, 


BLOOMFIELD, NEW-JERSEY. 





CHRIST THE ALPHA AND OMEGA. 


“Tam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”— 
Rev. 22: 13. 


Tuts declaration is made of Jesus Christ. It is oft-repeated in 
this book to give it emphasis. It is a comprehensive and literal 
statement of the truth respecting him. It indicates the supre- 
macy and absolute government of the Redeemer-God. It is not 
a being of yesterday, upon whose shoulders rests the great re- 
demption-work ; for he is “ the Alpha, the beginning” of creation, 
the “first ;” nor is he a mere creature, for he is in himself the 
“end,” the “last,” the Author, and Head, and Regent of the 
created universe. All creatures, all things, all relations and dis- 

nsations have their source in him, and will find their end in 

im. All power is given to him to create, to govern, to judge, 
and to accomplish the infinite plans of God’s mediatorial king- 
dom. Christianity is older than the creation, and will outlive it. 
It is not an after-thought, but the first in the Divine mind, the 
pervading spirit and genius of all its outgoings. It is not an ar- 
rangement lying on the surface of things; but it is radical and 
all-comprehensive in its relations to the government of God. 
It penetrates to the foundation of the eternal mind, it guides the 
counsels of the Godhead, it gives direction to all creative and ad- 
ministrative power. It is itself the brightest and the crowning 
manifestation of God to his creatures. 


I. Jesus Christ is the real Alpha and Omega of the present or- 
der of things.—By the present order of things, I mean the entire 
creation of God as it now is, the infinite number of worlds and 
systems which are in being, with the various orders of intelligences 
which people them, together with the Power which governs and 
disposes of this entire material and spiritual universe. 

Now, in an absolute sense, Christ is the Alpha and Omega of 
this whole creation. He is over it all, and in it all, and the life of 
it all, and the genius of it all, and the substance and end of it all, 
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By right of office the headship and kingship of it belong to 
him. Before any creature or, world existed, the eternal “ Alpha” 
was. He is the “ Everlasting Father,” as Isaiah styles him—the 
Father of all the angels in heaven, as well as of all mankind. 
He takes rank above all others in the mediatorial kingdom, be- 
cause he is the first-born of every creature, as well as set over 
them by the appointment of God. He that creates is before and 
above him that is created. Christ is the Creator of all, and must 
have therefore himself existed before any creature. 

The Scriptures leave us no room to doubt on this point; they 
place the Divine Son of God on the throne, and invest him with 
all the prerogatives of absolute and universal sovereignty. “In 
whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness 
of sins; who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of 
every creature. For by him were all things created that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things 
were created by him, and for kim, and he is before all things, and 
by him all things consist, that in all things he might have the pre- 
eminence.” 

No language can be more explicit, more full. The present or- 
der of things, we are taught, is to last until * the consummation of 
all things.” What changes will follow the judgment-day is only 
matter of. conjecture. But sure it is that in the government of 
God, as now constituted and exercised over the universe of mat- 
ter and being, Jesus Christ is supreme—the beginning and the end 
of it, the first and the last—the Fountain of being, the Source of 
power, the absolute Ruler, the efficient Life, and the final Cause. 
Creative power begins with and ends in him. Providence is the 
executor of his will. Redemption underlies all the arrangements, 
counsels, and purposes of God. Christ in his person and office is 
the real center of the universe. The Cross is the symbol of the 
power which is evolving, directing, shaping, and consummating 
the everlasting kingdom of Jehovah. 

Here, brethren, is our confidence. The Gospel promise can not 
fail, for it is the word of him who abideth forever, the will of 
him who is supreme over all, and the work of him who made the 
earth and the stars. We know in whom we have believed, and 
that he is able to keep that which we have committed to him, and 
to keep us by his mighty power through faith unto salvation. 


II. Jesus Christ is the Alpha and Omega of all the divine mani- 
festations made to the creatures of God. ; 

God is a spirit, having no visible form or sensible quantities. 
Before he can be known or contemplated by us, there must be 
some manifestation of himself. He must speak in an audible 
voice, or we can not hear him. He must display his attributes in 
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some tangible way, so that the senses can take cognizance of 
them. He must put his being into form, and space, and outward 
demonstrations. 

We have in the material universe a most wonderful manifesta- 
tion of God. All his natural attributes are thereby brought to 
‘light, and we are confronted with Deity. 

But the light of nature affords but an imperfect and uncertain 
idea of God. His moral perfections are his chief glory, and na- 
ture reveals nothing of these. The constitution which he has or- 
dained has chief reference to moral perfection ; the exhibition of 
a moral law, and the attainment of a moral end. Visible demon- 
strations, natural laws, and mental phenomena fail to do this. 
They leave us in ignorance of that which it most concerns us to» 
know of God —the love which is the essence of his nature, and 
the holiness of his character, which makes him so glorious. They 
give no hints even of a Mediator—of the way in which a fallen 
creature may be restored to the favor of God—of a Divine Mercy 
interposing to arrest the curse of sin and the force of law, and by 
a stupendous system of grace, making God more glorious, while 
it reconciles man to him, and gives new sanctions to his eternal 
law. . 

It is the plan and work of human redemption which most 
clearly and signally makes God known to man, and even to an- 
gels. This work has Christ’s mediation for its basis, Christ’s atone- 
ment for its grand expression, and the Holy Spirit as its efficient 
agent. T'’o accoinplish it all power has been given to Christ, and 
all creatures, and all things in heaven and on earth are made sub- 
servient to him. 

We know nothing of God save as Christ has révealed him in 
his own person and work. Dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto; whom no man hath seen norcan see. But 
Christ hath declared him. He came forth from the bosom of the 
Father—from the inapproachable Presence—to declare his mind, 
and make him known to us. He is the brightness of the invisi- 
ble glory, and the express image of his person. ‘ Whosoever 
hath seen me,” says Jesus, “hath seen the Father.” He is the 
Faher manifested. He manifested him in this material creation 
instinct with God. He manifested him, memorably, in his incar- © 
nation, and ministry, and death. He manifests him in the dis- 
pensations of his eternal Providence. 

Not that Christ is a mere manifestation of God. He is as dis- 
tinctly a person as the Father. But it is in Christ only that God 
speaks, shines forth, acts. The glory of the Godhead shines for 
us only in the face of Jesus Christ. We see in him God’s moral 
perfections as well as his natural attributes. The goodness, and 
mercy, and holiness, and justice of God find fearful expression in 
the person and work of the incarnated One. 








88 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


It is literally true, therefore, that Christ is the sum and sub- 
stance of all that we know of the Eternal Father. The manifesta- 
tion begins with and ends in him. He is the sole embodiment 
and representative of that Spiritual Essence, which the Scriptures 
call the “I am.” It is only in Christ that we can see God as he truly 
is, and learn the way of life. We walk in darkness, save as the 
Sun of Righteousness illumines our path. Heathen mythology 
contained not one true idea of God. Philosophy never found 
him out. Unaided reason is incapable of rising to the lofty con- 
ception. The material universe is not studied aright by us till it 
is made radiant in the light of the. cross. Divine Providence isa 
sealed book till the Lion of the Tribe of Judah breaks the seal, and 
interprets it to us. It has been well said: “ The end of creation 
was not known till itechoed the first promise of redeeming mercy, 
and became the theater for the exercise of Christ’s mediatorial 
sovereignty. ‘Till Christ assumed our nature, the great reason for 
the existence of humanity itself was undeveloped; and until he 
died, the temple of the universe was destitute of altar, sacrifice, and 
priest. The Cross was the true center of the world made visible.” 


III. Christ is the Alpha and Omega of the Holy Scriptures.— 
He is the central character, the life, the essence, the burden, and 
the substance of them. To set forth Jesus Christ as the way, the 
truth, and the life, is their chiefend. He is not lost sight of from 
Genesis to the Revelation. He is the first promise of mercy made 
to man, and equally the last. His office-work, and history are 
blended and interwoven with the whole structure of Revelation. 
His coming in the flesh was the central fact around which clus- 
tered all the promises and prophecies, the expectations and eco- 
nomies of the Old Testament dispensations. His sacrificial suf: 
ferings were symbolized on Jewish altars till the Sacrifice of nobler 
name appeared. He was the one Hope of the patriarchs, the Bur- 
den of the prophets, the End of the law, the Substance of the Jew- 
ish faith, the Matter of the evangelists, the Doctrine of the epistles, 
and the Glory of the apocalyptic visions. He is both the matter 
and spirit, the genius and life, the glory and the end of that Di- 
vine Revelation, which is our only guide to eternity. 

Oh! yes, it is Christ whom the Bible sets forth. Christ the 
Mediator, Christ the Divine and Incarnated Son of God, Christ 
the sacrificial Lamb of God, Christ the Intercessor and final Judge, 
Christ the wisdom and the power of God unto salvation. Yes, 
it is CHRIsT who so fills up this wondrous record, who gives such 
life, and meaning, and blessed power to its teachings; and who 
sheds over all its pages an interest and a glory so peculiar and so 
precious. He is truly “the Alpha and Omega” of it all—the — 
one stupendous Theme of inspired teaching. He is the great RE- 
VEALER and the great REVEALED of the Godhead. 
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Christ was the “ Morning-star,” whose solitary light first broke 
on the gloom of lost Eden ; and he is too the “ Sun of Righteous- 
ness,” whose glory shone out on Calvary with such resplendent 
lustre, and shall yet bathe the universe in living light. Every 

romise which this Revelation makes to fallen man is Christ. 
Every voice which has yet spoken to the world out of heaven has 
spoken of one and the same Jesus. Every witness for the truth 
from righteous Abel down the track of ages to the disciple of 
Patmos, has testified of one and the same Saviour. The patri- 
archs in olden time beheld the day of Christ from afar and re- 
joiced. The prophets of all times and dispensations had blessed 
visions of his kingdom and glory. The sacred lyres of Judah 
were inspired to strike the key-note of those exalted praises which 
Christ is to receive from his redeemed Church. Apostles and 
Evangelists preached, and wrote, and died for this God incarnate. 
The vision of Revelation opens in the Garden of Eden} amidst 
the darkness and desolation of man’s recent apostasy, and we see 
only the first dim foreshadowings of the world’s Deliverer—a sin- 
gle, obscure promise shedding light on a fallen humanity, and the 
future of our race; and that same vision closes in heaven amidst 


the unfolded and consummated splendors of the Mediatorial work 
and reign. 


IV. Christ is the Alpha and Omega of man’s salvation. 

This work is his from first to last. His mediation underlies it 
all. Lis death has made it possible and practicable. His blood 
is both the ransom and the remedy for sin. His intercession is 
the procuring cause of pardon. His righteousness is our only 
defense. His spirit daakons, converts, and sanctifies the heirs of 
grace. His power rules, protects, nourishes, and raises to the 
heavenly kingdom his chosen people. 

There is no salvation for a solitary sinner aside from Christ. 
Salvation begins with and ends in him. No mancan save himself. 
All effort is fruitless. When he has gone the rounds of human 
expedients, and exhausted the last earthly source of relief, he is 
as far from salvation asever. All the world united, and all the 
angels in heaven, could not deliver a solitary sinner from the 
curse of God’s violated law. 

This mighty work the Father has intrusted to his Son. Him 
hath God exalted to give repentance and remission of sins. His 
is the love that bled for us—his the only arm that is able to deliv- 
er us. All our hopes for immortality rest on Christ. The Gospel 
owes all its efficacy to him. The groundwork of our justification, 
the grace of final perseverance, the wisdom which baffles the great 
adversary, the fountain which supplies all our wants, are all found 
in him. Salvation begins with faith in Christ, and there it ends. 
Reason can not aid us, philosophy can not guide us, when the soul 
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comes to ponder the great quesiion: ‘‘ What must I do to be 
saved ?” All the antecedents of Christian hope originate in 
Christ, and all that gives a title to heaven and a fitness for it, is 
the fruit of what he has done in and for us, 

Christ is the finisher of our salvation, as well as its Author, 
He completes whatsoever he begins. He never leaves or forsakes 
one who has felt his pardoning mercy, until he is safe in heaven, 
He will wash out the last stain of guilt from the soul, conquer the 
last enemy, and present us faultless before his Father’s throne 
with exceeding glory. And having thus gathered in the last of his 
elect ones—a multitude whom no man can number—he will come 
in the last day to destroy death itself and the grave, to judge man- 
kind, and crown his redeemed with eternal life and glory. 

In heaven it will be clearly seen and forever acknowledged, 
that Jesus Christ originated and accomplished by his own sovereign 
power 4nd grace, the whole work of human redemption. The 
fact will then be apparent to all, that it is the simple blood of 
Christ which prevails over sin and death, and that each soul in all 
that glorified multitude is. wholly indebted to Christ for his‘thar 
and crown. And this truth, brought home to all the a et 
and realized in all its preciousness, will give immortal life to their 
jubilant song: ‘“ Unto him that loved us and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 


God and his Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and, 


ever.” 


V. Christ is the Alpha and Omega of the life of God in the soul 
of the believer. : 

By nature we are dead in sin, and no will or power of man can 
give us life. Christ is our life. He only has power to raise us up 
from the death of sin; to keep us alive; to cause us to grow in 
grace, and assimilate us to the character of God. 

Until the soul is brought into personal contact with Christ, 
comes by penitence and faith to experience the merit and efficacy 
of his grace, it will remain estranged from God, and destitute of 
all moral virtue. And if we depart from Christ, or degrade him 
from his own place in the Gospel, or suffer the world and sin to 
dim our faith, we are sure to experience a radical decline of the 
life of religion in us. If we know aught of the sweetness of sins 
forgiven, if we walk in the light of God’s countenance, and wear 
his image on our hearts, we owe it all to Christ. He is Alpha and 
Omega in this new creation, We drew our first breath of spiritual 
life from him; and so we shall the last. The very beginnings of 
piety in the soul spring from its union to Christ; and from the 
same source must come all its growth and its full maturity. No 
amount of self-culture, and no art of spiritual husbandry, can im- 
part the germ of life to our moral nature. The power, the virtue, 
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is all in Christ. It was when we looked to him by faith, that we 
first felt relief from the burden of sin; and it is only by a continual 

looking to him that we shall finally gain the complete victory over 

sin. It was while bowed at the feet of Jesus in sorrow and peni- 

tence that the light of hope first fell upon our sin-stricken heart ; 

and there only shall we receive “the full assurance of hope.” 

Christ is the morning-star rising over the sinner’s darkened way ; 

and he is the sun shining unto perfect day. He is also the bright- 

ness of that world which needeth not the light of sun or stars, 

because God and the Lamb are the light thereof. 

The Scriptures abound with figures and imagery, setting forth 
the union of Christ and believers. This union is declared to be 
most intimate and absolute, and the source of all spiritual life and 
fruitfulness in them. “Iam the vine: ye are the branches.” As 
the branches receive all their life from the parent stock, and are 
made to grow and bear fruit by means of the sap which it sends 
out into every part; so the Christian, united to Christ by faith, is 
made a partaker of his nature ; the current of divine life permeates 
his whole being; and he lives and bears fruit to the glory of 
God. 

And the closer this intimacy, the nearer we live to Christ, the 
more entirely we abide in him and blend our life and being with 
his, and the more simple and complete our faith is, the more hol 
and fruitful and joyful we shall become. And that type of reli- 

ious experience which strikes its roots deep down in the central 

octrine of the Gospel; which exalts Christ to his own place in 
the economy of redemption; and glories only inthe cross; and 
heartily fellowships his sufferings, and feels most deeply the con- 
“straining power of his love; this is the kind of experience we 
need, and it is the only legitimate type of Christian life. 

Yes, brethren, Christ is the Life of God in the soul; in its feeblest 
beginnings, in all its growth and development, and in its final 
completion. Every virtue and every grace of the Spirit is from 
him. Every holy exercise, every gracious affection, every accept- 
able service, every victory over sin and the devil, every enjoy- 
ment in God, every attainment in grace, and every hope of glory—— 
all come from Christ as the Fountain, or procuring Cause, or effi- 
cient Agent. 

And being the Alpha of this new life, he will not fail to be the 
Omega of it also. Having once made us alive by his grace, he will 
not omit to sustain and perfect that life. The “first” to love us, that- 
love shall never forsake us. The “ first” to prompt our return to 

God and make the way practicable and sure, he will be the “last” 
to stand by us and fight for us until our warfare is accom- 
serey The efficient Cause in this great transformation, he will 

the End of it likewise—he will give finish to it—the last touch 
shall his divine hand impart to it—and it shall be an end and a 
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finish worthy of himself, and worthy of the sacrifice and grace so 
freely lavished—a consummated redemption that shall be the 
brightest and grandest of all God’s works. 


Nae Finally : Christ is the Alpha and Omega of the saints’ final 
glory. 

Heaven is the culmination of Christ’s power and of Gospel 
blessedness. It is the realization of all that we here hope for—the 
matured state of moral perfection, and the blessed fruition of all 
good. There the enthroned Redeemer has brought together all 
the fruit of his travail, and rejoices with a joy that is infinite, and 
which sheds unspeakable gladness over all the heavenly world. 
There our renewed humanity is lifted up into holy fellowship with 
the unfallen creation, and Christ reigns in the full strength of his 
power and glory. 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive the glory of that kingdom into which 
Christ is gathering the riches of the universe. Paul saw some- 
thing of it when caught up into paradise, but he was not suffered 
to declare what he saw. The hints and partial descriptions of 
heaven scattered through the Bible, suffice to give us a rapturous 
idea of it. 

Now Christ is the Head, the central Life, the great Attraction, 
and the chief Glory of that exalted and everlasting kingdom. He 
is the Theme of that one song in which the glorified will give ex- 
pression to their eternal gratitude and felicity. 

The saints, we are taught, are to share in Christ’s future glory. 
They are to fill the places of honor in his kingdom; to rank above 
angels; to wear crowns of regal splendor; and to shine above the 
brightness of the sun. Forthey will partake of Christ’s own peculiar 
glory; will sustain relations to him which no other creatures sus- 
tain. Christ is their life; they are his brethren ; the ties of a com- 
mon nature unite them ; they are the fruit of his mighty travail in 
his mission of humiliation and suffering. They are the trophies 
of his all-cenquering love. They are there to grace his triumph, 
and to share in his glory, as they fellowshipped here his sufferings. 
They will shine therefore with a glory above the glory of angels; 
with a glory in the presence of which suns and stars will pale 
away. But it will be a borrowed glory—the glory of the Alpha 
and Omega of redemption. For the crowns they wear, they are 
indebted to grace. Their glittering robes are the righteousness of 
Christ. They are only reflections of that ineffable One who is the 
brightness of the Father’s glory. 

The day of judgment is called in the Scriptures the Day of 
Jesus Christ, because that day is to reveal, in all its fullness, his 

uliar glory as the Redeemer-God, and inaugurate his everlasting 
Siegdemn: Then will it be made manifest that Jesus Christ is, 
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indeed, “the Alpha and Omega” of God’s eternal government ; 
the head of all creatures; the end of all manifestations; the sub- 
stance of all things; the glory of all economies; thé fountain of 
all being. Robed in the awful glories of his office and person; 
arbitrating the eternal destinies of all creatures; there will be no 
doubt then as to the divinity of the Saviour of men; and woe to 
the creature who has come between him and his purpose, or who 
has robbed him of his glory. 

Oh! yes, Christ is now in every believer’s soul “the hope of 
glory ;” then he will be our glory consummated and realized. 
Grace began with him, and eternal glory shall be completed in 
him. The glory of eternal providence and redemption; the glory 
of the first cause of all things, and of the final end of all creatures, 
dispensations, and manifestations; this divine Lord and Saviour 
to be our peculiar and eternal glory! Oh! what a thought! what 
atheme! He rejoicing in us as his redeemed subjects, and we in 
him as our benefactor and friend! He the glory of all things, and 
we his brethren! He the light that bathes the vast universe in 
everlasting splendor, and we dwelling in that light and shining 
above the brightness of the firmament forever and ever! 


1. We infer from this subject that Jesus Christ is an indispensable 
necessity to every one of us,—For it is only in him that we attain 
to the real end of our being. Aside from him we can answer no 
purpose of rational existence. Talent, genius, wealth, power, in- 
fluence, life itself, all are vain and useless unless consecrated to 
Jesus Christ. All true happiness centers in him. All moral per- 
fection originates~in him. His will is the supreme rule of faith 
and practice. His power in all things is absolute. His death is 
the only propitiation for sin. Out of Christ God is only a con- 
suming fire to every transgressor. Unless quickened by his 
Spirit you will remain dead in trespasses and sins. The first Cause 
and last End of all things, it follows that if you fail of his grace 
and favor, you lose the very end of your being—you fail in that 
which is essential—and forfeit eternity ! 

Yes! this Christ whom we preach to you to-day, dying sinner, 
is the one great want of your nature. Your heart wants his love. 
Your life wants his blessing. Your soul wants his atoning and 
cleansing blood. Your eternity wants his glorious presence. He 
is “the Alpha and Omega” of every want of the creature, and of 
every desire of the Christian. He is “the Way” back to a lost 
Father and a lost Eden, “the Truth and the Life,” over all, and 
in all, and the substance of all, and the glory of all; and without 
him ye are miserable things of vanity and worthlessness, 


2. How real and how fearful is the sin of living away life and 
probation aside from the service and glory of Jesus Christ. 
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God has put all this honor upon his beloved Son that we should 
love and obey him. He has exalted him above every name that 
is named in heaven and on earth; that to him every knee should 
bow, and every tongue confess. Creation, providence, and redemp- 
tion are stupendous illustrations of his power, wisdom, and glory. 
All beings and all worlds are dependent on him. The destinies of all 
creatures are in his hands, The cross is unfolding and concentrat- 
ing his glory. The day of judgment will memorably and eternally 
declare it. And yet it is true that some of my hearers live as 
regardless of Jesus Christ as if there was not such a being in all 
the universe. You have never prayed to him. You have not 
entered his service. You have not consulted his glory in a soli- 
tary act of your life. You have not sought his pardoning mercy, 
His love has not blessed you. His Gospel has brought no life 
and peace to your soul, You have no interestin him. You have 
laid up no portion in his kingdom. Life hastens to its end, and 
probation wears away, and yet Christ has received no glory from 
you ; and without him your eternity will be one of woe and wrath. 








vi £28 BD eee 











Contents of the National Preacher, 1858. 
(Tue January Ne of this work began a new series, enlarged to 32 pages monthly.) 
JANUARY. 

4 — ha falls re = Pilledel hia, on: “ The Uses of Disappointment.” 


L 

2. 

3, A Sermon by Rev. Prof, Sazparn, of Bangor. ‘ The Spiritual Body.” 
4 A Sermon by Rev, Dr. CHALMERS, on the “Immortality of the Soul.” 


FEBRUARY. 


1, A Sermon by Rev. James W. Atexanper, D.D. ‘Show me Thy Glory.” 
9. A Sermon by Rev. Wittiam R, Wituiams, D.D. “The Scriptures better than Wealth.” 
3, A Sermon by Rev. A. L, Stong, Boston. “ Working Power. 


MARCH. 


1A ——_-: by Rev. Laurens P. Hickox, D.D. ‘Personal Responsibility Unweleome to the 
Wicked. 

2, A Sermon by Rev. Husparp Winstow. “The Manner of Keeping the Sabbath.” 

3, A Sermon by Rev. THomas E. VERMILYE, D.D., LL.D. “Exemplifying Religion in Domestic 


ions. 
APRIL. 


1, A Sermon by Rev. JozL Hawes, D.D. “Christian Benevolence Exemplified.” 
4. A Sermon by Rev. Wut. G. ScuaurrFier, D.D., of Constantinople. “The Resurrection of Lazarus.” 
8, A Discourse by Rev. Gzorcs P. Fisuer, on the Death of Dr. Taylor. 


MAY. 


1, A Sermon by Rev. Epwarp N. Kirk, D.D. ‘Human Life Transitory.” 
3, A Sermon by Rev. StepHen H. Tyna, D.D. “The Child of Prayer.” 
8, A Sermon by Rev. E. H. Guetr. “The Firemen of God; or, the Strango Parallel between 
Fire and Sin.” 
JUNE. 
1, A Sermon by Rev. J. B. SHaw, D.D. ‘The Missionary a Witness for Christ.” 
2, A Sermon by Rev. C. Van Renssatakr, D.D. “ Unity, Peace, and Blessedness.” 
3, A Sermon by Rev. R.8, Storrs Dickinson.” ‘* How Christ takes away the Fear of Death.” 


JULY. 
1, ASermon by Rev. Roswett D. Hircucock, D.D. “The Imitations of Human Knowledge in 
regard to Divine Things.” 
2, A Sermon by Rev. Henry B. SuitH, D.D. ‘Jesus Christ, the Great Reconciler.” 
8, A Sermon by Rev. J.C. RockwELL. “Personality and Divinity of the Holy Spirit.” 


AUGUST. 
LA wry by Rev. Ricnarp S. Storrs, Jr. D.D. “The Law of Growth, in the Kingdom of 


2 A Sermon by Rev. Rurus W. Ciark, D.D. “The Christian at Summer Retreats.” 
3, A Sermon by Rev. Gorpon Hain. “ Fidelity in Little Things.” 


SEPTEMBER. 


A Sermon by Rev. P. M. Brett, D.D. ‘The Signs of the Times.” 

A Sermon by Rev. NaTHANIEL Hewir, D.D. “Christ freely offered to Sinners indiscriminately. 
A Sermon by Rev. E. P. Ropaers, D.D. ‘ The Great Question.” 

A Sermon. “The Path of the Just.” 


OCTOBER. 
Sermon by Rev. GrorGe SHEPARD, D.D. ‘The Moral Discipline of Giving.” 


LA 
2. A Sermon by Rev. Henry Warp Bgecuer. “ Discouragements in the Christian Life,” 
8, ASermon. ‘The Christian Warfare, Victory, and Crown.” _~ 


NOVEMBER. 


1, A Sermon by Rev. Henry A. Ritzer. “Spiritual Sowing and Reaping.” 
2 A Sermon by Rev. H. L. WayLanp. ‘The Comet and its Teachings.” 
3. A Sermon by Rev. W. A. Scorr, D.D. “Two Worlds United.” 


DECEMBER. 


1, A Sermon by Rev. Exisan P. Barrows, D.D. ‘The Inward Witness of Faith.” 
2..A Sermon by Rev. Wit1am Apams, D.D. “The Blessed Office of Tears.” 
8, A Sermon by Rev. Samvet B, Wiuis, “Christ Crucified, coming to Judgment.” 














COOMIS-—ANNIN..SC. 














1. Death. 5. Pestilence. 9. Widow, 18. Remorse. 17. Gout. 21. Co 
2. Corpse. 6. Famine, 10. War. 14. Intemperance. 18. Dropsy. 22. Fever, 
8. Old Age. 7. Victim of War. 11. Conflagration. 15. Suicide. 19. Apoplexy. 23. 
4. Faith. 8. Orphan, 12. Pleasure. 16, Delirium Tremens. 20. Hypochondria. 
i 9 
PEHEALE’S 


CouURT OF DEAT HE. 


The subscriber is now issuing 100,000 splendid Colored Engravings of Rembrandt Peal’s Cele. 
brated Original Painting of the COURT OF DEATH, at the unprecedentedly low price of only One 
Dollar each. Size twenty-three by thirty-one inches. 

The lowest regular price for Engravings of the size and quality of this is $5; and in answer to the 
question, ‘‘ How can they be sold for One Dollar ?” the Subscriber would state that instead of issuing 
5000 copies at $5, he issues 100,000 copies at $1. The main expense of such a work is not in the 
paper and printing, but in getting up the plates. If 5000 only are sold, $5 is but a fair price. Bui 
if 100,000 are sold at $1, the aggregate profits are larger than on the 5000. 

The Original Painting, of which the Engravings are a Fucesimile Copy, was painted by Rembrand 
Peale in the city of Baltimore, in 1820, and has been the study and admiration of tens of thousands 
of our citizens. It has long been valued at 


25,000 DOLLARS. 


Death is personified as a King or Monarch, and there is not a skeleton or any thing repulsive in the 
picture. 

There are TWENTY-THREE FULL-SIZED FIGURES in the engravings, and arranged into five groups 
preserting living representations of Deata, War, SENSUAL PLEASURE, INTEMPERANCE, and the 
‘TRIUMPH OF CHRISTIAN FaITH OVER THE TERRORS OF DEATH. 

It is a work to delight the eye and improve the heart. It can be studied and understopd by a 
child, while its sublime conception affords scope to the strongest imagination. 

A more impressive, instructive, or beautiful PaRLOR ORNAMENT could not be purchased. 

By inclosing ONE DOLLAR and four letter-stamps (to pay postage), the Engraving will be for- 
warded, post-paid, rolled in @ strong case. 

(a SIX COPIES for $5, postage free. 

AGents.—Gentlemen or Ladies can make money rapidly by taking subscriptions for this beauti- 
ful work. One dollar and six stamps from Agents, for one copy and a letter of Agency, stating 
special terms. Also forty Descriptive and Historical Pamphlets for distribution. 

To responsible parties the Kogravings can be sent by express in packages of not less than twenty, 
to be paid for on delivery. 

The subscriber refers to the following gentlemen: The venerable REMBRANDT PEALE, Philadelphia; 
Hon. MILLARD FILLMORE, Buffalo; A. M. HotBroox, Esq., Proprietor New Orleans Picayune; Rev. 
M. B. Patmer, D. D., New Orleans; Rev. S. I. Pate, D. D., Editor New-York Observer; Rev. ASA 
D. Suita, D. D., New-York; Rev. Gornam D. Assort, (Spingler Institute,) New-York; Hon. 
Erastus Brooks, New-York; Hon. Henry J. Raymonp, New-York. 

From the New York Observer of November 24th. 

“No printed description can fully realize the conceptions of the artist, or come up to requirements 
of the imagination in its study. * * * Mr. Colton is a responsible man, and our friends may feel 
safe in sending their money for his picture.” 

To avoid mistake, the Name, Town, County and State should be plainly written. 

P. O. box 3391. Address G. Q. COLTON, No. 37 Park Row, New-York 








